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Spring 2019 Joint CREPC-WIRAB Meeting 
 

Salt Lake Marriott Downtown at City Creek 

75 South West Temple 

Salt Lake City, Utah 

 

Wednesday 

April 17, 2019 

 

9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

WIEB Annual Board Meeting 

 

9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

Western EIM BOSR Meeting 

 

1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Joint CREPC-WIRAB Meeting 

Thursday 

April 18, 2019 

 

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Joint CREPC-WIRAB Meeting 

 

5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 

Energy Reception  

Friday 

April 19, 2019 

 

8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Joint CREPC-WIRAB Meeting 

 

 

 

Teleconference Information 

Phone: 1-866-740-1260 | Access Code: 8974605 | Webinar: Links 

 

 

1:00 – 1:15 p.m.  Welcome and Introductions:  

 

The Committee on Regional Electric Power Cooperation (CREPC) and the  

Western Interconnection Regional Advisory Body (WIRAB) welcome you to 

the Spring 2019 Joint CREPC-WIRAB Meeting. 

  

 John Chatburn, Idaho OEMR and co-Chair of CREPC 

 Ann Rendahl, Washington UTC and co-Chair of CREPC 

 Janea Scott, California Energy Commission and Chair of WIRAB 

 David Clark, Utah PSC and Vice-Chair of WIRAB 

 

1:15 – 2:30 p.m.  Small Modular Nuclear Reactor Power Plants  

    

Utah Associated Municipal Power Systems (UAMPS) and NuScale are taking 

steps towards commercialization of the first small modular reactor (SMR) 

nuclear power plant in the United States. UAMPS members are located in Utah, 

California, Idaho, Nevada, New Mexico and Wyoming. UAMPS determined 

that small modular reactors are a carbon-free source of flexible generating 

capacity that can compensate for the expected retirement of other thermal power 

generating assets. The panelists will discuss the technological and regulatory 

challenges associated with deploying SMR in the United States.  

  

 Doug Hunter, CEO and General Manager, UAMPS 

Wednesday April 17th 

Joint CREPC-WIRAB Meeting 

https://westernenergyboard.org/2019/02/spring-2019-joint-crepc-wirab-meeting/
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 Christopher Colbert, Chief Strategy Officer, NuScale Power 

 George Griffith, Relationship Manager, Idaho National Laboratory 

 

 

2:30 – 3:30 p.m. Initiative for Resilience in Energy Through Vehicles (iREV) 

 

The Initiative for Resilience in Energy through Vehicles (iREV) supports state 

and local emergency management decision makers by providing customized 

tools, information, and strategies about alternative fuel vehicle technologies, 

infrastructure, and potential uses in emergency scenarios. iREV’s resources and 

technical assistance aid emergency management entities in examining the 

potential costs, benefits, and interdependencies associated with diversifying their 

fleets, reducing dependence on petroleum, and investing in electric, natural gas, 

propane, and biodiesel vehicles and infrastructure in support of energy security. 

 

 Dr. Laura Nelson, Executive Director, Utah Governor’s Office of Energy  

 David Terry, Executive Director, NASEO 

 

3:30 – 4:00 p.m. Break 

 

4:00 – 5:00 p.m.  Electric Vehicle Technology and Policy Update 

 

 Ann Rendahl, Commissioner, Washington UTC 

 

5:00 p.m.  Recess 

 

 

 

7:00 a.m.  Continental Breakfast  

 

8:00 – 8:30 a.m.  Update on Potential Expansion of the Western EIM  

 

The California ISO and Western Energy Imbalance Market (EIM) participants 

are considering expansion of Western EIM to include a day-ahead market. Day-

ahead unit commitment and scheduling across a larger footprint has the potential 

to improve the efficiency of power plant operations, lower utility variable power 

costs, and economically integrate renewable resources.   

 

 Stacey Crowley, V.P. of Regional and Federal Affairs, California ISO  

 Alyssa Koslow, Federal Regulatory Advisor, Arizona Public Service 

(Invited) 

 

 

 

 

Thursday April 18th 

Joint CREPC-WIRAB Meeting 
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8:30 – 9:30 a.m.  Transmission Availability in a Day-Ahead EIM 

 

In the real-time Western Energy Imbalance Market (EIM) participants offer 

available transmission capacity at a zero cost, since there are no other available 

uses for the transmission. As the California ISO and EIM participants consider 

expansion of the EIM to include a day-ahead market, they will need to develop 

tariffed rules for the provision of transmission. Rules necessary to implement an 

expanded day-ahead market will have to address how participants make 

transmission available and recover the associated costs.  In developing these 

transmission rules, EIM participants and the ISO also must address issues 

associated with providing open and non-discriminatory access to transmission. 

The speakers will discuss how transmission is likely to be addressed in any day-

ahead EIM.      

 

9:30 – 9:45 a.m. Break 

 

9:45 – 10:30 a.m.  EIM Governance Review 

 

The Western Energy Imbalance Market (EIM) Governing Body is conducting a 

review of the EIM governance structure.  In the first phase of the review it is 

considering expanding the scope of the EIM Governing Body’s primary 

authority.  Tariff amendments that fall within this scope must first be approved 

by the EIM Governing Body before it goes to the California Board of Governors 

for consideration on its “consent” agenda.  In the second phase of the review it 

will be considering other governance issues, including any changes that may 

need to be made to accommodate expansion of the EIM to include a day-ahead 

market.  The panelists will discuss principles for good governance of the EIM.  

 

 Stacey Crowley, V.P. of Regional and Federal Affairs, California ISO  

 Jordan White, Commissioner, Utah Public Service Commission  

 

10:30 – 11:30 p.m. Protecting Defense Critical Electric Infrastructure in the West  

 

Under authority granted by the Federal Power Act, the Department of Energy 

(DOE) has proposed a rule making that will allow DOE to designate critical 

electric infrastructure information (CEII).  Certain systems or assets of the bulk 

power system have been designed as Defense Critical Electric Infrastructure.  

These assets, either virtual or physical, if incapacitated or destroyed would 

negatively affect national security, economic security and/or public health and 

safety.  Clearly, the confidentiality of CEII is important to protect the bulk 

power system.  This will be a high-level overview of how DOE is taking the 

lead on ways to reduce the vulnerability of these systems and assets to either 

natural or man-caused events, and how we might enhance the overall reliability 

and resilience of the external supply of electricity to these facilities. 

 

 Doug Little, Senior Advisor to Deputy Assistant Secretary Katie Jerez, U.S. 

Department of Energy 

 



 

 

 

Spring 2019 Joint CREPC-WIRAB Meeting 4 Agenda Version: March 19, 2019 

11:30 – 1:00 p.m.  Lunch  

 

1:00 – 1:30 p.m. Utility Forward Purchasing in the Bilateral Wholesale Market  

 

Electric utilities purchase power in the bilateral wholesale electricity market up 

to eighteen months in advance of delivery to ensure they have the capability 

meet one or more standard deviations in forecasted load.  The eighteen-month 

purchasing time frame is based on when a large number of buyers and sellers are 

willing to participate in the market.  Understanding the purpose and mechanics 

of utility advance purchasing is important in many regulatory contexts, including 

in resource adequacy calculations used in Integrated Resource Planning and 

PURPA avoided cost pricing. Our panelist will provide a detailed discussion of 

utility advance purchasing practices. 

 

 Brett Sims, Director of Commercial, Strategy Integration & Planning, 

Portland General Electric (Invited) 

 

1:30 – 3:30 p.m.   Regional Reliance on Market Purchases for Resource Adequacy: Too 

Much?  Too Little?  Or Just Right? 

 

When multiple utilities in a region simultaneously rely on market purchases to 

meet resource adequacy requirements, how does an individual utility know if its 

reliance is reasonable?  The regional wholesale power market is likely to be 

deep enough to meet the open capacity position of any single utility.  On the 

other hand, if multiple utilities are relying on market purchases for resource 

adequacy, then the regional wholesale power market may not be deep enough to 

simultaneously meet the open capacity positions of all the utilities.  Too much 

reliance on market purchases can create reliability risk.  Too little reliance on 

market purchases can be costly for the utility and its customers. The U.S. 

Government Accountability Office has pointed to a lack of data on capacity 

commitments as a barrier to ensuring resource adequacy in regions without 

capacity markets.  What types of information and analysis are needed to 

determine whether a utility’s reliance on market purchases to meet resource 

adequacy requirements is within a zone of reasonableness? 

 

 Arne Olson, Partner, Energy and Environmental Economics 

 Rick Link, V.P. of Resource Planning and Acquisition, Pacific Power 

 David Mills, Senior V.P. of Policy and Energy Supply, Puget Sound Energy 

 Ann Rendahl, Commissioner, Washington UTC 

 Letha Tawney, Commissioner, Oregon PUC 

 

3:30 – 4:00 p.m. Break 

 

4:00 – 5:00 p.m. Solar as a Dispatchable Resource 

 

Existing or “conventional” utility-scale solar is typically designed and operated 

to generate and deliver the maximum amount of electricity in real-time.  Solar is 

a variable resource that requires grid operators to manage the rapid increases in 
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solar generation during sunrise and rapid decreases in solar production during 

sunset. Grid operators often manage these ramping events by rapidly varying the 

output of conventional thermal generation.  However, modern solar power plants 

can be operated flexibly; in fact, they can respond to dispatch instructions much 

more quickly than conventional generators.  While operating solar generators in 

a flexible manner leads to occasional curtailment of solar output, this may still 

be a more economical operating mode than other options.  This panel will 

discuss using solar as a dispatchable resource, and how to manifest those 

capabilities in procurement and contracting. 

 

 John Sterling, Director of Market & Policy Affairs, First Solar  

 Arne Olson, Partner, Energy and Environmental Economics     

 

5:00 p.m.  Recess 

 

5:00 – 6:30 p.m. Energy Reception  

 

 

 

7:00 a.m.  Continental Breakfast  

 

8:00 – 9:00 a.m.  Reliability Session 

 

 Debbie Lew, GE Consulting  

 

9:00 – 10:00 a.m. Changes in Hydropower Operations  

 

Hydropower operations are shifting to respond to new contexts and incentives, 

as well as technical and practical barriers to full optimization of these resources. 

The US Department of Energy’s Water Power Technologies Office has initiated 

several studies to understand the role of hydropower resources in integrating 

variable generation, participating in emerging market structures, and supporting 

electric system reliability objectives. Speakers will discuss the results of these 

operational and reliability studies, plans for hydropower innovation, and how 

hydropower can support the grid of the future.    

 

 Benjamin Brandt, Director of Load Serving Operations, Idaho Power 

Company 

 Jason Sweet, Manager of Fish Passage Operations Policy & Planning, 

Bonneville Power Administration 

 Rebecca O’Neil, Program Manager, Pacific Northwest National Laboratory  

 

10:00 – 10:30 a.m. Break 

 

 

Friday April 19th 

Joint CREPC-WIRAB Meeting 
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10:30 – 12:00 p.m. State/Province Roundtable Discussion of EV Infrastructure Policy  

 

Each presenter will highlight key EV infrastructure policies under consideration 

in their state or province and answer audience questions. 

 

 Alberta: Christine Lazaruk, Executive Director, Strategy and Integration, 

Alberta Energy 

 British Columbia: Amy Sopinka, Director, Transmission & 

Interjurisdictional Branch, British Columbia Ministry of Energy, Mines and 

Petroleum Resources 

 Arizona: TBD 

 California: Janea Scott, Commissioner, California Energy Commission 

 Colorado: Frances Koncilja, Commissioner, Colorado Public Utilities 

Commission 

 Idaho: John Chatburn, Administrator, Governor’s Office of Energy and 

Mineral Resources 

 Montana: Daniel Lloyd, Supervisor of Energy Planning & Renewables, 

Montana Department of Environmental Quality 

 New Mexico: TBD 

 Nevada: Ann Pongracz, Commissioner, Nevada PUC 

 Oregon: Jessica Reichers, Technology and Policy Manager, Oregon 

Department of Energy 

 Utah: Dr. Laura Nelson, Director, Utah Office of Energy Development 

 Washington: Ann Rendahl, Commissioner, Washington UTC 

 Wyoming: Kara Brighton Fornstrom, Chair, Wyoming Public Service 

Commission 

 

12:00 p.m.  Adjourn 


