
Canada Travel Considerations 

 

Passport 

U.S. citizens must have a valid and current passport to travel from the United States into Canada and to 

return from Canada to the United States.  Check the expiration date on your passport.   

Credit Cards 

Many U.S. credit cards charge “foreign transaction fees” (most often 3%) on purchases of services or 

goods in Canada. Two that do not have this charge are Discover and Capital One.  Check with your 

particular institution for specific details.  ATM withdrawals in Canada may or may not have associated 

fees.  Some banks have international partners that may waive withdrawal fee.  Again please check with 

the bank where you have your accounts and for the location of an ATM near the hotel that is associated 

with your bank.  It is also a good idea to call and place a travel notification on your account in case there 

are any issues.  
 

Currency 

You can get Canadian currency before you leave the United States.  Some banks and credit unions 

provide this exchange service.  For example, Wells Fargo will exchange U.S. dollars for Canadian 

dollars for its customers with no service charge using a daily exchange rate.  Other banks that are 

reported to provide this service include Bank of America, Citibank, U.S. Bank and Chase.  This is not an 

exhaustive list and there may be limitations on branches that carry Canadian currency and to whom they 

provide this service (i.e., you may have to be a customer).  When exchanging money ask if there are fees 

and whether they use a daily rate or a pre-determined rate.   These institutions will also exchange 

Canadian dollars for U.S. dollars when you return.  

A number of American airports are known to have on site exchange services available but for a higher 

fee than what someone might find at large downtown area bank where you may already be a customer.     

While in Canada visitors can exchange currency at Canadian airports.  The Vancouver airport charges a 

flat $5.95 (CAD) on top of the exchange rate on the day of the transaction; there is no minimum or 

maximum limitation of how much can be exchanged.  There are foreign exchange currency offices near 

the hotel though there may be fees that apply.  Keep in mind businesses that do currency exchange 

accept US or other foreign currency at a pre-determined rate, which may differ from the daily rate 

posted by financial institutions.  The Coast Coal Harbour hotel does not charge a fee to exchange 

currency for guests but does limit transactions to no more than $100 US per day. 

Cell Phone Service Canada 

For U.S. cellphones, international charges can apply to cellphone services while you are in Canada (e.g., 

calling, texting and data).  Unless you have an international plan, these charges can be very expensive.  

If you have an international plan you probably need to change some cell phone settings while you are in 

Canada.  Call your cellphone provider before you leave the United States to ask what the international 

charges apply for calling, texting and data while in Canada.  Below are two examples of international 

plans. 

 Sprint has an international plan that may already apply to your service called the “open road 

plan.” (It is offered with many plans for free.)  The open road plan provides unlimited voice and 

text and 1 GB of data for free.  If you exceed the data limit, a 3 cent per megabyte charge will be 

applied after you are notified that you have exceeded the free limit. You need to set your cell 



phone roaming options for international data and international voice to “on” when you enter 

Canada. 

 

 Verizon offers an international plan that can be purchased on a day to day basis for about $10 a 

day. 

Note, if you use your cellphone while in Canada to sign up for international plans, that call will probably 

incur international rates.  

 

Tipping 

Tipping in Canada is similar to tipping in the U.S. but it is not required.  

Declaring Goods: Entering Canada 

Everyone entering Canada must declare the goods they’re bringing into the country. This includes 

personal baggage such as clothing and toiletries, and electronic equipment such as laptops.  You also 

must declare items that you will leave in Canada, such as gifts. Depending on how you enter Canada, 

this declaration could be verbal or by filling out a CBSA Declaration Card.  For full details and a list of 

product restrictions please visit the Canada Border Services Agency site, or call (800) 461-9999.  

Declaring Goods: Returning to the U.S. 

When returning to the U.S. from a foreign country with goods you purchased or received during 

your trip, you must declare them on a Customs and Border Protection (CBP) declaration CBP form 

6059B.  This includes gifts received or purchased for someone else, personal purchases, goods you 

intend to sell and purchases made in duty-free shops. Having proof of purchase (i.e. invoice, receipt 

or bill of sale, etc.) will make declaring your goods easier. If you received a gift, the CBPO will 

determine fair market value. 

 

If you are a U.S. resident returning from a foreign country with goods acquired abroad in your 

possession after a stay of 48-hours or more, you may be eligible for a personal duty-free exemption.  

 

If you are returning from countries other than the Caribbean countries you are entitled to an $800 

duty-free exemption and the next $1,000 worth of the goods you purchased is subject to a flat rate of 

3%.  If the value exceeds $1,800, the remaining duty will be determined based on duty rates in the 

harmonized tariff schedule, which are generally between 0-10% (except for clothing and textiles, 

which can be much higher, up to 25%). If any of your purchases include alcoholic beverages or 

tobacco products, only a certain amount may be brought in duty-free under the exemption. There are 

also different rules for items you intend to resell. 

 

More information can be found at the following link: 

https://help.cbp.gov/app/answers/detail/a_id/454/kw/returning%20to%20u.s. 

 

 

http://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/travel-voyage/ivc-rnc-eng.html
https://help.cbp.gov/app/answers/detail/a_id/454/kw/returning%20to%20u.s.
https://help.cbp.gov/app/answers/detail/a_id/454/kw/returning%20to%20u.s

