
WIEB HLRW Committee:  Fall Meeting:  November, 3-4, 2015, in Spokane, WA 

 
AGENDA: 

Monday, November 2:  

Happy Hour-Group dinner, all invited…..”Windows”, in Red Lion hotel (5:00-7:30 PM)    

 
Tuesday, November 3: 

Welcome, Introductions, Agenda Overview……Ken Niles (8:00-8:30 AM)   

 
1.0: PERSPECTIVES ON THE U.S. WASTE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 

1.1: Current Status of Nuclear Waste Issues & Policy (8:30-9:30 AM) 
        Mike McBride, VanNess Feldman [pdf] 

        Mike is former external council to the Blue Ribbon Commission, and a current advisor to the 

        Bipartisan Policy Center. As in several recent meetings, he will provide his perspective on the 

        U.S. nuclear waste program in reformulation, considering the legislature (House & Senate), the 

        Federal District Court, the Administration (changes at DOE-NE), and key external forces. 

        There will be time for questions and discussion. 

 
1.2: The U.S. Program in the West (9:30-10:15 AM) 

Bob Halstead, State of NV (with Connie, Eletha & Roger) [pdf] 
As usual, prospective SNF transport is targeted to the arid West. What’s the status and 

perspective in selected western states? 

 The NRC is preparing for YMP licensing, without DOE as an active proponent; 

 Energy Solutions has worked through the Utah legislature in efforts to revive the PFS project 

(which retains its NRC license) on the Goshute Reservation. 

 The state of New Mexico has supported the prospective license application for storage of 

70,000+ MT SNF on lands owned by Lea & Eddy counties in SE NM> 

 

Break: 10:15-10:30 AM. 

 

2.0: REPORTS ON TECHNICAL INQUIRIES AND ISSUES 

 
2.1: NRC Activities: YMP Licensing; SNF Strge, Aging Mgt. &Trans. (10:30-11:00 AM) 

       Steve Self, NRC (Yucca Mtn. Directorate & Nuclear Mtrl Safety & Safeguards) [pdf]   

       Steve will review NRC’s Yucca Safety Evaluation Report, and Draft YM EIS Supplement. 

       He will also review NRC activities in expectation of license applications from Areva (re: 

       WCS in Andrews County, TX) and Holtec (re Eddy-Lea Counties in SE New Mexico). 

 

2.2: Key Technical Issues in SNF Transport (11:00-11:30 AM) 
Dan Ogg, NWTRB [pdf] 

Drawing on the presentations at the June 24 NWTRB meeting, Dan will discuss key technical 

issues, focusing on their implications for SNF transport &/or storage. The issues may include: 

 Standardized (Transport, Aging, Disposal) Canister Design; 

 Large Dual-Purpose Canisters: transport, storage & disposal. 

 Dry Storage canister degradation: implications for storage & transport. 

 

 

http://westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/11-3-15-hlrw-mcbride.pdf
http://westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/11-3-15-hlrw-halstead.pdf
http://westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/11-3-15-hlrw-self.pdf
http://westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/11-3-15-hlrw-ogg.pdf


2.3: Hanford Status Report (11:30 AM-12:00 noon) 

       Ken Niles & Cheryl Whalen 

       Ken & Cheryl will discuss the status at Hanford, 150 miles southwest of us in Spokane.   

  

Lunch: 12:00-1:00 PM 

 
3.0: DOE REPORTS 

3.1: The DOE NFST Planning Project (1:00-1:30 PM)  

Erica Bickford, DOE-NFST [pdf] 

Erica will discuss the key elements of DOE’s Nuclear Fuel Storage and Transportation 

Planning Project, considering the rationale and interrelationship of project elements, and 

the role of “consultation and cooperation” in this project.  

 

3.2:  The June, 2015 Site Visit to San Onofre, CA (1:30-2:15 PM) 

         Steve Maheras, Pacific Northwest Natl. Lab.  [pdf] 
         The recently shut-down San Onofre site faces a complex D&D process, and a controversial 

         on-site storage project for SNF from two of its three reactors. Steve organized the June 2-4 site 

         visit to San Onofre. He will provide a full summary of his findings. 

 
3.3: Transportation Carrier and Motor Carrier Operations. 

Mike Wangler, DOE-EM: Transportation Security and Safety (2:15-3:15 PM) [pdf] 

Mike (who also presides over the NTSF process), will discuss recent work on the Motor 

Carrier Evaluation Program, which includes rail as well as highway carriers. 

 
Break: 3:15-3:45 PM 

 

4.0:  WIEB STAFF REPORTS 

4.1:  The FY’17-’20 Cooperative Agreement 

Alaine Ginocchio, WIEB (3:45-4:00 PM) [pdf] 

The current (FY’14-’16) cooperative will expire at the end of the current fiscal year (June 

30, 2016). Along with other SRGs, WIEB is considering the terms of a new four-year 

agreement. Preliminary inputs from the four SRGs were submitted to DOE-NFST on 

October 26. Alaine will briefly review the substance, status and significance of these 

negotiations.  Input from the Committee will be requested. 

 
4.2:  “Social Risks” in Transport of SNF & HLW  

Jim Williams, WIEB (4:00-4:45) [pdf] 

The 2006 NAS study “Going the Distance?) recommended “early and proactive steps” to 

gather “high quality and diverse advise” about the “social risks” of SNF transport and 

their management. Through 2016 such steps have not been taken. Jim Williams will 

explain why he thinks that a follow-up NAS inquiry focusing on social risks should be 

undertaken now—so that the findings might be considered in key siting and policy 

decisions. Committee discussion will be requested. 

 

 

 

 

http://westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/11-3-15-hlrw-bickford.pdf
http://westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/11-3-15-hlrw-maheras.pdf
http://westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/11-3-15-hlrw-wangler.pdf
http://westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/11-3-15-hlrw-williams.pdf


5.0 AN INFORMATION RESOURCE FOR THE WIEB HLRW COMMITTEE 

5.1 “Tee-up” for the Wednesday AM Discussion (4:45-5:00 PM) 

      The WIEB HLRW Committee has been active for 30 years (since 1985), a period that 

      extends over several major reformulations and reorientations of the DOE program 

      authorized by the NWPA of 1982. During that period, the Committee has considered and 

      provided advice on many issues, including many still relevant even if under different 

      circumstances. Some members of the current Committee have been active throughout all or 

      most of this 30-year period. But none of us have good access to the thinking of the 

      Committee over all these years. The question is what sort of information resource does the 

      Committee need going forward. How can we more effectively and efficiently draw on 

      previous thinking as we address upcoming and evolving issues?  

 

      WIEB staff have begun to dig into this topic, and we have asked Rick Moore (who himself 

      has been active throughout the past 30 years) to provide critique and suggestions. Ken, Rick 

      and Jim will “tee-up” the topic for discussion on Wednesday morning. 

 

Adjourn: 5:00 PM 

 

Group Dinner: 5:30-7:30 PM, Steelhead Bar & Grill (directions-menu) (12 min. walk, 

across park, all invited).   

 

Wednesday, November 4: 

5.2: Introduction to the Discussion……Ken Niles (8:15-8:30 AM) 
       The morning will focus on an updated “WIEB Transportation Primer”……a statement of  

        positions and perspectives of western states regarding SNF/HLW transport. In early November, 

        this primer will be in preliminary draft. The purpose on Wednesday will be to assemble 

        Committee input, suggestions and comment. 

 

5.3: An Updated “WIEB Primer”? …..Rick Moore (8:30-10:00 AM) [pdf] 
       Jim Williams will review the sources: e.g. the WIEB Rail Primer; WGA resolutions; WIEB 

       comments on the draft NTP; CSG/MW institutional issues; etc. 

       He will then discuss the format: Will it be useful and adaptable over time? 

 

Break: 10:00-10:15 AM 
 

5.4: Committee Inputs for WIEB Staff…….Rick Moore (10:15-11:00 AM)  
        Selected committee members will be asked to make their specific comments and suggestions. 

        The committee as a whole will consider, discuss, recommend. 

 

6.0 Next Steps and Wrap-Up……..Ken Niles (11:00-11:30 AM) 
      Directions to staff regarding the Primer. 

      Committee engagement in DOE-NFST initiatives. 

      Cooperative Agreement Renewal: early 2016.   

      Fall meeting location suggestions 

      Other Committee concerns.   

 

Adjourn: 12 noon 

http://westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Tues-Nov-3-2015-SteelHead-Bar-Grille-directions-map-menu.pdf
http://westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/11-3-15-hlrw-moore.pdf

