
State-Provincial Steering Committee (SPSC) 

Western Natural Gas – Electric Infrastructure and System Flexibility Assessment  

Overview 
  

The increased reliance on natural gas as the primary fuel for electricity generation and the challenges 

it presents to both operations and planning have raised concerns in most regions of the country, 

including the West.  The SPSC is undertaking a Natural Gas – Electric Infrastructure and System 

Flexibility Assessment throughout the Western Interconnection. The Western Interconnection 

primarily includes eleven western U.S. states (Arizona, California, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, 

Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington and Wyoming); two western Canadian Provinces 

(Alberta and British Columbia); and the northern part of Baja California, Mexico.  

The study will address two fundamental questions, each in a separate phase: 

1) Will there be adequate natural gas infrastructure (interstate and intrastate), including 

storage, to meet the needs of the electric industry in the Western Interconnection in 2022?  

2) Will the gas system have adequate short-term operational flexibility to meet electric 

industry requirements in the Western Interconnection?  

Phase 1 includes the entire Western Interconnection (modeling by subregions which in the aggregate 

will include the entire Western Interconnection). 

Phase 2 will be performed on targeted areas. Those areas will be determined by the results from 

Phase 1 and stakeholder input.  For the gas delivery side of the Phase 2 analysis pipeline companies 

will model their systems. This was the recommendation of the pipeline companies on the Task Force 

that developed the scope of work for the study, all of which volunteered to perform this modeling on 

their systems (i.e., Transwestern, San Diego Gas & Electric, Southern California Gas Company, 

PG&E, Northwest Natural, and Williams Northwest). TransCanada, Questar, Kern River, Southwest 

Gas and Kinder Morgan have since joined the effort. 

   

SPSC, the organization that has commissioned the study, consists of one representative of the 

Governor and one representative of the public utility commission from each state in the Western 

Interconnection plus representatives from Alberta and British Columbia. Pursuant to a DOE electric 

transmission planning grant to the Western Governors’ Association (WGA), the Western Interstate 

Energy Board (WIEB)1 provides staff support to SPSC. Additional information about SPSC and 

WIEB are available at the WIEB website: http://www.westgov.org/wieb/.  

 

At the joint meeting of SPSC/CREPC2 and the Resource Planners’ Forum on October 4, 2012, a 

session consisting of stakeholders in the electric and natural gas sectors explored the need for a 

regional assessment to understand the risks and assess the reliability at the interface of the two 

systems in the West. The following day SPSC/CREPC passed a motion to form a task force to 

develop the scope of work for a west-wide gas-electric assessment.  

 

The Western Gas-Electric Regional Assessment Task Force, composed of representatives of inter- 

and intra-state pipelines, utilities and other electricity generators, and government organizations from 

around the West and FERC, NERC and DOE, began meeting in  November 2012. In March 2013, the 

Task Force completed the scope of work (SOW) for the study and in April 2013 the Task Forces’ 

SOW was adopted by SPSC and funding for the study was approved. Through a competitive process, 
Energy and Environmental and Economics (E3) has been selected as the contractor to perform the 

study.  E3 has partnered with GL Noble Denton (GL) for the gas modeling. GL is a diverse company 

that offers a range of engineering consultancy services to the oil and gas, pipeline and utility 

http://www.westgov.org/wieb/
http://www.westgov.org/ngei/members.pdf
http://www.westgov.org/ngei/documents/05-22-13GESOW.pdf
http://www.westgov.org/ngei/documents/09-24-13E3-GL.pdf
http://www.westgov.org/ngei/documents/09-24-13E3-GL.pdf


industries. They serve clients worldwide and a number of their clients, including natural gas 

transportation clients, are in the West. 

 

We expect the Phase 1 report to be completed in February of 2014 and the Phase 2 work to be 

completed in June.  A subgroup of the Task Force, the Technical Advisory Group, composed of 

inter- and intra-state pipelines, utilities and other electricity generators, and government 

organizations, continues to work with the contractor and manage the project.   

 

For more information about the project, contact Alaine Ginocchio, Western Interstate Energy Board, 

aginocchio@westgov.org or visit the project website at: http://www.westgov.org/ngei/index.htm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                           

1 WIEB is an organization of 11 western states and three western Canadian provinces. The governor of each state 

appoints a member to the Board.  The legal basis of the Board is U.S. Public Law 91-461, which provides for the 

President of the U.S. to appoint an ex-officio member. The Board seeks to achieve its purpose through cooperative 

efforts among member states/provinces and with the federal government in the energy field. 

2 The Committee on Regional Electric Power Cooperation (CREPC) is a joint committee of WIEB and the Western 

Conference of Public Service Commissioners. CREPC consists of representatives from public utility commissions, 

energy agencies and facility siting agencies in the U.S. states and Canadian provinces in the Western 

Interconnection. CREPC works to improve the efficiency of the western electric power system and works in 

conjunction with SPSC on a number of projects. 
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