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April 27, 2017 

 

 

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein, Ranking Member  

Senate Committee on Appropriations  

Subcommittee on Energy and Water Development 

U.S. Senate 

331 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

 
Via Email 

 

Dear Senator Feinstein: 

 

The Western Interstate Energy Board (WIEB) writes to urge your continued support 

for the State Energy Program (SEP) within the Department of Energy.  The SEP 

program enables states to assist with the development of energy efficiency and 

renewable energy projects, such as improving the efficiency of hospitals and schools, 

working with utilities and energy service companies to install clean energy and energy 

efficiency projects, developing energy emergency preparedness and response plans, 

and supporting private sector energy innovations through business incubators and job 

training.  While we understand the challenges in developing an appropriations bill in 

a constrained fiscal environment, we respectfully request that you fund SEP at $70 

million for Fiscal Year (FY) 2018. 

 

WIEB is an organization of eleven Western states and three Western Canadian 

provinces. The governor of each state and the premier of each province appoints a 

member to the WIEB Board.  The purpose of the Board is to provide the instruments 

and framework for cooperative state efforts to enhance the economy of the West and 

contribute to the well-being of the Region’s people. For over 25 years, the Board has 

sought to achieve this purpose by promoting energy policy that is developed 

cooperatively among member states and provinces and with the federal government.  
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State members of the Board support all-of-the-above energy development strategies.  

The SEP is a key component of western state efforts to implement these energy 

strategies.  The SEP is an example of a federal program that provides funding to 

states to support the policies and programs developed by each state to meet the state’s 

specific needs. State implementation of the SEP has contributed to the growth of 

small businesses, the creation of skilled jobs, the development of a more resilient 

energy delivery system, and reduced costs for both households and businesses across 

the Nation.   

 

State SEP programs have significantly helped to enhance the economy of the West 

and the well-being of the Region’s people, as evidenced by the examples provided 

below.  

 

Helping Schools.  SEP grants have supported energy retrofitting programs for K-12 

schools and higher education facilities in several Western states, including Arizona, 

Idaho, Nevada, Oregon, and Wyoming.  The Oregon Department of Energy has used 

SEP funding to support energy retrofits for several schools, allowing one Oregon 

school district to make renovations to three schools and re-open seven classrooms 

previously left vacant due to a lack of heating. The renovations revitalized the school 

district and significantly improved energy efficiency.   

 

Establishing Public Private Partnerships that Promote Small Business.  SEP 

grants have supported the growth and expansion of small businesses across the West. 

 The Washington State Department of Commerce, using SEP funds to encourage the 

development of innovative and sustainable renewable energy projects and energy 

efficient technologies, provided a grant to small business owner, Kevin Maas.  Mass 

developed a biodigester that uses cow manure to generate electricity.  With funding 

from an SEP grant, Maas expanded his business and developed a second digester that 

generates enough electricity each year to power 500 homes.   

 

Supporting Job Creation.  SEP grants have supported the creation of new jobs 

across the West.  Montana’s State Buildings Energy Conservation Program 

successfully worked to create and preserve construction jobs by using SEP funds to 

make energy improvements to state office buildings, fish hatcheries, traffic signals, 

hospitals, maintenance buildings and prisons.  The Utah Office of Energy 

Development also created new jobs by using SEP funding to support a residential 

energy efficiency rebate program and encouraging the creation of a “whole home” 

residential energy efficiency retrofit market. 

 

Cutting Costs in the Energy-Intensive Dairy Industry. SEP grants have helped to 

cut costs and reduce energy consumption in the highly energy-intensive dairy 

industry.  With the help of SEP funding, the Colorado Energy Office provided eight 

dairies in Colorado with free energy audits and energy savings recommendations 

through the Colorado Dairy and Irrigation Efficiency Pilot.  Farmers and ranchers 
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across the West have also benefitted from SEP funding.  The Arizona Governor’s 

Office of Energy Policy helped farmers and ranchers cut annual energy costs by 

providing funding for renewable energy projects that generate electricity for watering, 

irrigation, and operational systems. 

 

Supporting Education and Tourism.  SEP grants also play an important role in 

supporting state parks across the West through clean energy investment.  State parks 

provide essential historic preservation, natural history, wildlife conservation, and 

educational services.  The Nevada State Energy Office has used SEP funding to 

expand its use of solar power at three state parks and to support the installation of 

batteries to store energy.  These improvements help to power and illuminate park 

facilities and attractions, support extended hours of operation, and enhance the parks’ 

educational outreach opportunities.  

 

Aiding Drought Mitigation.  States in the West have realized a wide range of 

benefits stemming from the use of SEP funding.  For example, efficiencies in both 

water and energy systems have been realized as a result of SEP funded energy 

efficiency programs.  Energy production requires water.  Water treatment and 

delivery requires energy.  Accordingly, efficiencies in one system can result in 

benefits to the other.  The California Energy Commission is helping to address 

California’s severe drought conditions by using SEP funds to support the State’s 

Appliance Efficiency Program, which helps to cut statewide water use and electricity 

consumption by lowering flow rates for faucets and showerheads. 

 

Reducing Home Energy Costs. SEP funding has helped to reduce home energy costs 

in the West.  Through the Residential Renewable Energy Grant Program, Wyoming’s 

State Energy Office provided SEP grants to Wyoming residents to offset the cost of 

installing residential renewable energy systems, thereby helping to lower residential 

electricity costs. 

 

Every member state of the WIEB Board receives funding and benefits from the SEP 

program. The SEP program is cost effective and it creates jobs. Oak Ridge National 

Laboratory led a multiyear, peer-reviewed study, evaluating the SEP’s effectiveness.  

Key findings of the study for the period of 2009 to 2013 include the following: 

 For every SEP dollar spent, program participants received about $3.50 in bill 

savings over the lifetime of the measures installed (at a 2.7% discount rate). 

 Lifetime energy savings and renewable generation resulting from SEP 

investments: 2.8 billion source MMBTUs—this equates to the average 

amount of energy used for all non-transportation applications in about 15 

million households over a one year period.  

 Lifetime cost-savings: $7.8 billion.  

 Job creation: More than 135,000 direct, indirect, and induced jobs were 

created or retained—equal to about one job per $14,000 in SEP dollars 
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invested. 

 

Western states appreciate your efforts to prioritize programs that promote job growth. 

In this spirit, we believe that continued investment in the SEP should be maintained 

in FY 2018. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. We look forward to working with 

you on this important matter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Laura Nelson, Chair, Utah 

Western Interstate Energy Board 

Director, Utah Governor’s Office of 

Energy Development 

 
 

John Chatburn, Idaho 

Western Interstate Energy Board 

Director, Idaho Governor’s Office of 

Energy and Mineral Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeff Blend, Montana 

Western Interstate Energy Board 

Economist, Montana Department of 

Environmental Quality 

 

 

Angela Dykema, Nevada 

Western Interstate Energy Board 

Director, Nevada Governor’s Office of 

Energy 

 

 

Michael Kaplan, Oregon 

Western Interstate Energy Board 

Director, Oregon Department of 

Energy 

 

 

 
 

Robert Weisenmiller, California 

Western Interstate Energy Board 

Chairman, California Energy 

Commission  

 

 

 

 
Tony Usibelli, Washington 

Western Interstate Energy Board 

Assistant Director, State Energy 

Office, Washington Department of 

Commerce 
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