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There are three action items that resulted from the recent CREPC/SPSC/WIRAB meetings in San 

Diego. 

 

1. Study Requests to WECC on EPA’s Clean Power Plan 

 

SPSC’s consultant, Energy Strategies, presented four different scenarios with different themes 

that Western states could consider as strategies to responding to the EPA’s Clean Power Plan: 

 

 Scenario A = High coal retirements with RE replacement;  

 Scenario B = Regional coordination with single state goals;  

 Scenario C = Blended portfolio with high EE;  

 Scenario D = High coal retirements with gas combined cycle replacement.   

 

CREPC/SPSC/WIRAB discussed which scenario it should submit to WECC for a “practice run” 

of modeling and analysis prior to the release of the EPA’s final rule.  WECC will not be 

preparing a written report describing the results of the “practice run”.  The purpose of the 

“practice run” is to further develop WECC’s analytic capabilities and to prepare for formal study 

requests that CREPC/WIRAB will submit after the release of the EPA’s final rule. 

 

Most of the discussion at the meeting focused on Scenario C and Scenario A.  Scenario C is 

believed by some to be the most representative of state resource mixes that will be used to 

comply with the Clean Power Plan.  Scenario A is believed by some to be more analytically 

challenging and therefore a better case to submit to WECC to develop its capabilities.    

    

I recommend that CREPC/SPSC/WIRAB submit both Scenario A and Scenario C to 

WECC for “practice runs” to further develop reliability modeling and analysis prior to the 

release of the EPA’s final rule.  Please send comments or objections to this approach to 

Tom Carr at tcarr@westernenergyboard.org by Friday April 24, 2015. 

 

 

2. Comments on Draft “Regional Challenges Whitepaper” 

 

The Idaho Governor’s Office of Energy Resources and WIEB have been awarded a State Energy 

Planning (SEP) grant by the U.S. Department of Energy.  WIEB staff discussed the goals and 

objectives of the two-year grant with CREPC/SPSC/WIRAB.  The primary goal is to develop a 

roadmap that will provide states with options for addressing the key electricity challenges facing 

the region.  The first step in work plan is to identify the key electricity challenges.  WIEB staff 

presented a draft “Regional Challenges Whitepaper” that identified four top challenges: 
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 EPA’s Proposed Clean Power Plan; 

 State Distributed Generation Policies; 

 Renewable Resources and Power System Flexibility; and 

 Coal Plant Retirements and Power System Reliability. 

 

WIEB staff is seeking comments on the draft whitepaper.  Does the whitepaper identify the 

top electric system challenges facing states in the West?  The feedback at the meeting (and 

the pre-meeting webinar held on April 1, 2015) was that the four most important priorities 

have been captured.  The comment period for the draft white paper will remain open 

through Friday April 24, 2015.  Please send comments to Alaine Ginocchio at 

aginocchio@westernenergyboard.org. 

 

 

3. Consolidation of CREPC and SPSC 

 

A motion to adopt a Charter for CREPC was discussed.  The draft Charter was developed by 

WIEB staff to implement the decision made by CREPC/SPSC at the October 2014 meeting to 

consolidate the two committees.   

 

Both Montana’s and Wyoming’s consumer advocates expressed concern with the draft Charter 

and proposed membership and voting rule.  One concern is that the draft Charter does not 

include consumer advocates in the CREPC membership.  Several commenters questioned the 

need for formal membership and voting procedures.  Another concern was that the second part of 

the proposed voting rule, requiring that the load assigned to designated members voting in favor 

of an action represent at least 50% of total load, disadvantages states with low relative loads.  

 

CREPC/SPSC unanimously passed a motion to have WIEB staff prepare a summary of the 

discussion at the meeting and to present it along with analysis and recommendations on the draft 

Charter for CREPC to the WIEB Board for consideration at its meeting in June. 

 

WIEB staff will prepare a decision memo for the WIEB Board.  The decision memo will 

summarize the CREPC business meeting discussion in San Diego, provide alternatives for WIEB 

Board consideration, and provide a recommended alternative.  Staff will send a draft decision 

memo to stakeholders and host a webinar (if needed) to discuss the draft memo prior to the 

WIEB Board meeting. 

 

 

If you have questions about any of these action items or about the recent meetings in San 

Diego please contact me by email (mgalbraith@westernenergyboard.org) or by phone (303-

573-8910 Ext. 1). 
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