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Chris Wells, my counterpart at SSEB, attended our meetings in Denver, Portland and San Diego, but in that 

period I have not returned the courtesy by attending his SSEB meetings. Also, for this particular meeting, 

Chris picked Charleston, a town that—though a North Carolina native—I’ve never visited. Flights to 

Dulles, and from there to Charleston were delayed, so I arrived zombie-like at 2 AM. 

 

Chris worked hard on the agenda for this meeting. Earlier drafts indicated that he had preliminary 

commitments from: 

 Corinne Macaluso, to discuss the DOE-NE program by teleconference; 

 Kevin Blackwell, to discuss (among other topics) the FRA’s Reciprocal Rail Inspection Project, the 

FRA counterpart to the CVSA program; 

 Energy Solutions, to discuss its cleanup initiatives; 

 Holtec, to discuss the HI-STAR 180 cask testing initiative; 

 Eddie Holden, to discuss the Oak Ridge National Lab program; 

 Dan Koch (ORNL), to discuss the “Incident Management Preparedness and Coordination Toolkit” 

(IMPACT); and  

 Jeff Galen (NNSA), to discuss the Foreign Research Reactor Program and the Canadian Highly 

Enriched Uranium shipments.  

 

None of the above came off as Chris had hoped: 

 Corinne decided she could not present; 

 Carlisle Smith presented by teleconference; 

 Kevin Blackwell asked a DOT hazmat inspector who had limited knowledge of FRA programmatic 

initiatives to present in his stead; 

 Neither Energy Solutions nor Holtec showed up; 

 Dan Koch asked Steven Peterson (who knows a lot about webTRAGIS but less about IMPACT, to 

present in his stead; 

 Jeff Golan did not show up, and sent no one in his stead. 

 

Still, the meeting was useful on several counts: 

 Elgan Usrey and Section 180(c). Elgan Usrey (formerly the Tennessee representation to SSEB; now 

the contractor to SSEB replacing Chris on the Section 180(c) Interregional Team) provided a good 

overview of the Section 180(c) history and status. Elgan and I sat next to one another along the side 

wall, and we were able to discuss Section 180(c) between sessions. 

 The Savannah River Site. Bert Crapse provided a good review of the SRS program, focusing on 

cleanup activities. Partly with the help of ARRA funding, SRS is meeting its cleanup goals. As a 

consequence, SRA cleanup jobs at SRS are decreasing. Budget constraints (sequestration, etc.) are 

cutting back other SRS programs. It needs to absorb the losses and the consequent disruption to the 

SRS community, or find new missions, such as the transport of Canadian HEU to SRS for reprocessing. 

What are the other options for dealing with this highly enriched uranium in liquid form? Is the SRS 

option really preferable for anyone but SRS? The program is highly sensitive, and the transportation 

will be managed by the office of Secure Transport. So, it’s difficult to generate a good, open discussion. 

 TRAGIS. Steven Peterson (ORNL) has been working on webTRAGIS since the retirement of Paul 

Johnson.  TRAGIS was developed under DOE-RW (originally as INTERLINE and HIGHWAY), and 

then transferred to DOE-EM when OCRWM shut down. The program now includes: 

o Better (2010) data on daytime and night-time population; 



o Better data on route characteristics; 

o Better ability to examine inter-modal routes; 

o Better incorporation of RADTRAN. 

       However, 

o Its results are presented for states and Indian tribes, not for counties or cities; 

o The use of webTRAGIS by the American Association of railroads to identify routes under 

PHMSA (and the use of webTRAGIS by FRA to review the routes so identified) is still murky; 

o The ability of a user to receive consistently-collected information from webTRAGIS, to then 

enhance that information (e.g. via survey), and then re-incorporate the enhanced information is 

still murky….I.e. Is webTRAGIS and “open architecture” tool? 

 Ken Nemeth (Doug Larson’s counterpart at SSEB) attended the first day of the meeting and made a 

short presentation, focusing (without much elaboration) on the range of radiological risk issues in 

southern states: e.g.  

o A transformer fire at Arkansas Nuclear #1; 

o The MOX fuel facility at ORNL; 

o “Insider attacks: at southern nuclear plants; 

o Mississippi’s interest in interim storage of SNF/HLW. (SRS is also interested, but not yet the 

state of South Carolina. 

 

Announcements:  

This meeting will be remembered for two announcements: 

 Mike Wangler (DOE-EM) announced that Ella McNeil will retire from DOE-EM on January 3, after 40 

years of service. Her duties will be distributed among four current staffers, including Mike and Ellen 

Edge. 

 During the meeting, Chris, Lisa, Uldis and I received the shocking news that Alex Thrower died in his 

sleep at his home in Richmond, VA.  Alex was a good friend and the best of colleagues. He attended 

our meetings in Denver and Portland, and would have loved to have participated in San Diego. 

His presentations were laced with humor and ironic sensibility. He never denied the dysfunction in the 

program, but always hoped for improvement, and did his best to bring it about. He was intrigued with 

the difficult issues in the program, such as the disconnect between the Standard Contract and effective 

transportation system design. He was a great guy, and his death is a big loss. 

         


