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Report of the Western Interconnection Regional Advisory Body 

June 25, 2014 

 

This report summarizes WIRAB’s views on the substantial progress that has been made 

in the past year in many of the high priority areas for Western states and provinces, and 

WIRAB’s views on areas where additional progress is needed.  The progress that has been made 

is commendable given the financial and legal uncertainties created by the bifurcation of WECC 

that have now largely been resolved.  

Follow-up from the September 8, 2011 outage 

 Improving grid reliability practices is appropriately a high priority for WECC.   

WECC has focused on better understanding and conveying information on Registered 

Entity reliability practices which were found wanting in the joint NERC-FERC inquiry into the 

September 8, 2011 Pacific Southwest outage.   The annual voluntary survey of Registered Entity 

practices has provided valuable information on grid management practices.  WIRAB appreciates 

the opportunity to suggest questions for the annual survey. Aggregate information from the 

survey is made public but individual company responses are not released, except to the 

responding company’s CEO.   

WECC maintains a public dashboard that tracks actions that WECC and Peak Reliability 

have taken (or not taken) to implement the recommendations from the September 8, 2011 outage.  

WECC also maintains a public dashboard to track actions companies have voluntarily taken in 

responses to the outage.  Only nine companies are providing information to this WECC 

dashboard. 

WIRAB recommends that: 

 WECC continue its practice of surveying company reliability practices, which WECC is 

doing, and it should require all entities respond to the survey.   

 The practice of conveying to CEOs where their company stands on good reliability 

practices compared to all survey respondents be continued. 

 WECC work with the Western Electricity Industry (WEIL) group and others to raise the 

performance of Registered Entities throughout the interconnection. 

 The very useful WECC’s dashboard on the status of actions being taken by WECC and 

Peak Reliability be continued. 

 Information on outage follow-up by companies be expanded from the current nine 

companies who voluntarily report information to all BAs and TOPs. 



 

2 
 

 Companies with superior reliability performance be recognized through formal 

recognition awards.  

 WECC offer to FERC that WECC will make investments to improve grid reliability in 

lieu of financial penalties that may incur as a result of the September 8, 2011 outage. 

Reliability Challenges 

 WECC has proposed a new process (Reliability Assurance Model) under which it will 

identify and analyze challenges to grid reliability.   

WIRAB: 

 Supports establishing the new Reliability Assurance Model. 

 Recommends that WECC consolidate its staff analytic capabilities to implement the 

Reliability Assurance Model and make recommendations on actions that should be taken 

to improve reliability.   

 Recommends that WECC begin its proposed Reliability Assurance Model process with 

the development of a staff strawman paper proposing grid reliability challenges.  Such a 

staff-developed strawman should be informed by experts from both within and outside 

the Western Interconnection.  

Analysis Responsive to Policymakers and Regulators 

 In the past year, through the Transmission Expansion Planning Policy Committee, 

WECC has produced an interconnection-wide transmission plan that embodies analyses useful to 

policymakers and regulators and has begun an assessment of the reliability of the grid in 2024 

under vastly different resource scenarios (e.g., a future with significantly greater variable 

generation, a future with greater-than-expected coal power plant retirements, high penetrations of 

distributed generation).   This analysis requires new tools (e.g., to evaluating ramping 

requirements, round trip of production cost modeling and power flow analysis) and mustering 

expertise from all parts of the WECC staff. 

 WIRAB: 

 Supports continuation of the transmission planning work executed by TEPPC. 

 Supports WECC’s new and promising analysis of grid reliability in 2024 under different 

generation mixes. 

 Recommends that the work begun by TEPPC on future grid reliability be expanded to 

address the reliability of the grid under EPA’s proposed rule to regulatie greenhouse gas 

emissions from existing power plants.  
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Information Sharing 

 Progress to improve access to information on the Western grid has been disappointing.  

Since the formation of the WECC Information Sharing Policy Task Force, some traditionally 

public data (e.g., historical path flows) have been made confidential.  Little progress has been 

made in making additional information public and new obstacles to the public release of data 

have been erected (e.g., the RC/IA agreement that was filed with FERC on December 30, 2013 

treats all data shared between Peak and WECC as confidential, regardless of other WECC 

policies or the necessity for confidentiality).  This needs to change if we are to better understand 

what needs to be done to maintain system reliability in the rapidly changing nature of the 

Western power system with reductions in spinning mass, significant amounts of PV and wind 

and increase generation in the distribution system. 

 WIRAB: 

 Recommends that WECC direct new efforts to increase the amount of information 

available about the grid.  WIRAB believes the initial step taken by WECC to utilize 

Section 1600 of the NERC Rules of Procedure to secure needed information is a 

necessary step forward.  However, new information received by WECC under Section 

1600 should be publicly available unless it is CEII data or parties can demonstrate the 

information is proprietary or competitively sensitive. 

 Commends the establishment of the WECC/Peak task force on Peak’s Universal Non-

Disclosure Agreement.  The existing UNDA, which allows system operators to share 

information, has had the unintended consequences of making historically public data 

confidential and denies independent researchers access to data, even on a time lag. 

Compliance 

 WIRAB believes WECC compliance activities are performing with increasing efficiency 

and supports new auditors to help with the CIP Version 5 work load. 

Best Practices 

 The reliability of the Western Interconnection is only as good as its weakest link.  

Instilling best reliability practices by Registered Entities is the most effective means of 

improving reliability.  The annual survey of company operating practices is one useful tool for 

conveying the Registered Entities best reliability practices.  WECC has other underutilized tools 

to convey best practices, including the expertise in WECC Compliance Program.   

WIRAB: 

 Recommends that WECC better utilize the expertise in the WECC Compliance Program 

to convey best practices.    
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 WIRAB recommends that WECC provide each Registered Entity with information on 

their compliance performance compared to their counterparts.  This could be in the form 

of grouping company performance into quartiles. 


