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Report on WIRAB, CREPC and SPSC Activities 

 
 This report discusses WIRAB’s priorities related to WECC. Additionally, Appendix A of 

this report briefly summarizes activities of the Western Interconnection Regional Advisory Body 

(WIRAB), the Committee on Regional Electric Power Cooperation (CREPC), and the State-

Provincial Steering Committee (SPSC) since the December 5 meeting of the WECC Board of 

Directors, including upcoming activities. 

WIRAB Priorities 
 

Improve reliability practices of Registered Entities – Although the September 8, 2011 Pacific 

Southwest outage occurred nearly three years ago, reliability gaps in the operating practices of 

Western Interconnection Registered Entities continue to exist. These shortcomings, as identified 

in the NERC/FERC outage report and the 2012 and 2013 WECC Annual Surveys of Operating 

Practices, continue to be a priority concern for WIRAB.1 WIRAB believes that WECC should be 

the regional leader not only in identifying these gaps, but in identifying and effectively 

communicating best practices. Specifically, WIRAB recommends:   

 WECC should continue and refine its Annual Survey of Operating Practices. 

o While WIRAB appreciates the voluntary nature of the survey, due to a decreased 

entity response rate from the 2012 to the 2013 survey, WIRAB recommends that 

WECC consider making responses to the survey mandatory. 

 WECC should continue its “Entity Performance Reports,” where the WECC CEO meets 

with BA and TOP CEOs in order to convey individual company performance and 

disseminate best practices. 

 WIRAB is encouraged to hear that WECC will be tracking individual entity actions in 

response to the joint recommendations from the NERC/FERC outage report, with results 

anticipated by the end of 2014 (i.e., WECC’s “Entity Tracking of Recommendations”). 

 WECC should promote the implementation of best reliability practices by committing to 

do the following –  

o Examine and then implement the most effective methods to identify and promote best 

practices (e.g., use of internal controls that measure the achievement of best practices, 

expanding the scope of WECC audits to determine the accuracy of studies and data 

submitted to the Reliability Coordinator). 

o Cooperate with Peak Reliability, the WEIL Group and WIRAB to promote best 

practices to industry and state regulators.  

o Appropriately recognize those companies that have implemented best practices and 

are setting the “gold standard” for other companies to follow. 

                                                           
1 The results continue to show the following weaknesses in Western Interconnection entity operating 

practices: (1) poor system visibility, (2) operating in an unsecure state, (3) inadequate sharing of studies, 

(3) lack of real-time monitoring tools, and (4) overly conservative relay protection settings.  
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Improve WECC’s capabilities to identify, analyze and recommend solutions to reliability 

challenges – WIRAB believes that WECC must improve its current process for identifying, 

analyzing, and addressing key reliability challenges facing the Western Interconnection. 

Specifically, WIRAB recommends: 

 WECC should establish a rigorous internal process to identify reliability challenges –  

o Institute an annual process to identify reliability challenges that includes: 

 A staff strawman of reliability challenges. 

 An “open season” opportunity for any party to identify challenges (similar 

to TEPPC’s open season study request process). 

 A consultation processes with the Western Electricity Industry Leaders’ 

Group, the WECC MAC, WIRAB and key NGOs. 

 The Board distilling this input into a work plan that drives the organization 

of “issue” task forces (in lieu of the current permanent committees) and 

staff priorities. 

o Implement changes to resolve those challenges that are under WECC’s control. 

o Where WECC is unable to implement solutions to these problems, it should 

complete the analytic work and then use its “bully pulpit” to convey to other 

decision-makers the challenges and what should be done. 

 Specifically, in 2014, WECC should focus on –  

o Evaluating the reliability of the grid under different futures: 

 A future with significantly greater renewable generation. 

 A future with greater-than-currently expected coal plant retirements.  

o Filling the significant gaps in grid reliability practices highlighted by the 

NERC/FERC inquiry into the September 8, 2011 outage and the 2012 and 2013 

WECC Annual Surveys of Operating Practices. 

o Understanding the interdependencies between the natural gas system and the Western 

electricity system, and the resulting impact to reliability.2 

o Addressing increasingly disruptive cyber-attacks on the Western electricity and 

natural gas systems. 

o Understanding the reliability impacts of changes in weather patterns and related 

regulations (e.g., EPA regulation of GHG emissions). 

Information sharing – WIRAB believes that the current information sharing process in place at 

WECC, which is governed by three separate WECC policies (the Information Sharing Policy, the 

Information Reporting Policy, and the Confidentiality Policy); one Peak Reliability contract (the 

UNDA); and a joint WECC-Peak contract (the Amended RC/IA Agreement), has not achieved 

                                                           
2 Specifically, WECC should build upon the forthcoming SPSC study, which will deliver results in March 

(Phase 1) and June (Phase 2). For more information, see: SPSC Natural Gas and Electric 

Interdependencies Study. 

http://westernenergyboard.org/natural-gas/study/
http://westernenergyboard.org/natural-gas/study/
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the desired results of clarifying and improving existing data sharing practices in order to make as 

much data public as possible.3 Specifically, WIRAB recommends: 

 WECC should work to change the culture of data secrecy in the West –  

o Use the tool of transparency to improve grid reliability practices. 

o Give independent researchers access to data necessary to study needed improvements 

in grid operations. 

 Given the uncertainty regarding UNDA signatory consents that would permit Peak 

Reliability to share operational data with WECC, WECC must ensure an independent flow of 

data (outside the UNDA), in order for WECC to fulfill its mission as the Western 

Interconnection’s Regional Entity –  

o WECC should exercise its authority under Section 1600 of the NERC Rules of 

Procedure to secure this data from Registered Entities. 

o WECC should strongly consider filing a Petition for Declaratory Order at FERC to 

improve data sharing practices across the Interconnection by asking that FERC: 

(1) clarify current restrictions; (2) resolve perceived conflicts in those restrictions 

(e.g., between the FERC Standards of Conduct and the NERC Rules of Procedure); 

and (3) remove overly burdensome restrictions where doing so would not threaten 

grid reliability. 

 The current WECC Board should execute the directives it received from the previous WECC 

Board, as approved at the December 2013 meeting –   

o Track and report UNDA signatories that have not agreed to allow Peak to share data 

with WECC. 

o Track and report UNDA signatories that have not agreed to allow historically public 

path flow and limit data to again be made public.  

o Complete “Phase 2” work, as identified by the RPIC Information Sharing Policy Task 

Force (e.g., releasing “time-lagged” data). 

  

                                                           
3 The RC/IA Agreement was amended (and thereby required FERC approval) as a result of WECC 

bifurcating into WECC and Peak Reliability. WIRAB raised concerns with the potential impacts of the 

Amended RC/IA agreement in its comments, filed with the Commission on December 30, 2013 (pages 5-

6). Specifically, certain language in the Amended RC/IA Agreement treats all data shared between 

WECC and Peak Reliability as confidential, no matter what other outstanding agreements say to the 

contrary.  

http://westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/12-30-13WIRABmtifc.pdf
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APPENDIX A 

Activities since December 5 

Since the last WECC Board meeting, staff to WIRAB, CREPC, and the SPSC has been engaged 

in the following work taking place at WECC: 

 Participated in weekly discussions of the RPIC Information Sharing Task Force. 

 Participated in TEPPC work (e.g., TAS, SPSG), including chairing the work of TEPPC’s 

Studies Work Group. 

 Evaluated, with the SPSC’s consultant, the interdependencies of the natural gas system 

and the electricity system in the Western Interconnection, and coordinated with WECC 

staff to provide updates to its stakeholders (e.g., E3 presentation at the February 26 

TEPPC meeting).  

Additionally, the following activities have taken place since the last WECC Board meeting: 

 December 18: SPSC webinar on wind and solar forecasting practices in the West. 

 December 30: WIRAB filed comments with FERC, supporting the WECC and NERC 

amended compliance filings insofar as they clarified that the bifurcation is a sub-

delegation of Section 215 responsibilities from WECC to Peak Reliability (as opposed to 

a transfer), and further, recommended that the Commission approve the issuance of 

invoices for Section 215 assessments to fund Peak Reliability as soon as possible.  

 January 17: WIRAB staff met with Jim Robb (WECC CEO) and Melanie Frye (WECC 

VP of Operations and Planning) at the WIEB office to discuss WIRAB’s priorities as 

they pertain to WECC. 

 January 24: WIRAB staff presentation – “WIRAB 101” –  to WECC staff during 

“brown bag luncheon”. 

 January 31: WIRAB/SPSC study requests4  submitted to TEPPC.  The study requests 

ask that TEPPC perform the following analyses:   

o Reliability analysis of 2024 Common Case 

o Reliability analysis of a high renewables case 

o Reliability analysis of a higher than expected coal retirement case 

 February 5: WIRAB report and presentation to the Peak Reliability IBC on WIRAB 

priorities, which are: (1) Peak funding; (2) Peak performance metrics; (3) Peak services 

to BAs and TOPs; (4) overly restrictive data sharing practices; (5) Peak budget and 

staffing; (6) implementing best reliability practices, which requires a coordinated effort 

among Peak, WECC, the WEIL Group and WIRAB;  and (7) the need for a protocol for 

outage communication with states/provinces. 

 February 12: Joint WIRAB and SPSC webinar for states/provinces on study for 

California utilities on integrating 50 percent renewables. 

                                                           
4 The SPSC also requested analyses related to a high distributed generation case, alternative assumption 

on GHG emission assuming different life cycle methane leakage rates and alternative 20-year low carbon 

cases. 

http://westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/12-30-13WIRABmtifc.pdf
http://westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/01-31-14SPSC-WIRABsr.pdf
http://westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/02-05-14Handout-WIRAB.pdf
http://westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/02-05-14DL-PeakIBC.pdf
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 February 19: WIRAB webinar on proposed comments on Peak goals and metrics. 

 February 19: WIRAB, CREPC, and the SPSC hosted webinar with DOE on DOE’s 

“consultation draft” of DOE’s transmission congestion study.  A key issue raised by DOE 

is the lack of adequate information for congestion studies and DOE’s proposal to work 

with FERC and the Energy Information Administration to collect and disclose 

information relevant to the analysis of transmission congestion, a topic of importance to 

WIRAB, CREPC and the SPSC.  

 February 20: WIRAB submitted comments to Peak on its draft goals and performance 

metrics.  

 March 5: Webinar on implementation of Section 111(d) of the Clean Air Act to limit 

carbon emissions from existing power plants. 

Upcoming Events 

 WIRAB/SPSC/CREPC/PUC EIM Group meetings in Tempe.  WECC CEO Jim Robb 

will report on the future role of WECC.  FERC Commissioners Norris and Clark will also 

participate. 

o March 24-25 – PUC EIM Group meeting: 

 California ISO/PacifCorp EIM 

 Northwest Power Pool MC work 

 Southwest Variable Energy Resource Initiative 

 Next steps by NV Energy  

 Utility executive roundtable 

o March 25 – Joint CREPC/SPSC meeting: 

 Findings from SPSC natural gas/electricity system interdependencies 

study 

 Regulating carbon emissions from existing power plants under 111(d) of 

the Clean Air Act 

 Exploring a new utility business model 

o March 26 – Joint WIRAB/SPSC meeting: 

 WECC and Peak –  

 Role of WECC briefing by CEO Jim Robb 

 WIRAB priorities for WECC and Peak 

 WECC and Peak MACs 

 Execution of SPSC activities post-ARRA grant 

 Assessment of grid reliability in high renewables and high coal retirement 

futures 

 

http://westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/02-20-14WIRAB-PeakR-fnlcomments.pdf
http://westernenergyboard.org/2014/02/eimcrepc-spsc-wirab-joint-meetings-6/

